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a great number of positions, but he did not keep any of
them long. The boy himself said that he had held one
position for a year; at that time he worked in a factory,
after which he had been delivery boy for a milkman.

Earlier the boy had been much of a truant. Later he
had run away from home a number of times, staying away
for a period as long as six months, but, of course, his
father's conduct was largely responsible for this. One
of the social agencies had been assisting the family, and
they wished to know what was the best thing to do for
this boy.

One interesting feature in this case is the fact that
though the boy had attended the public schools of a large
city, he had not been examined for mentality nor been
placed in a special room. He had evidently been carried on
from year to year. He had received no special instruc-
tion in handwork, nor had he been prepared for any trade.

As a result of the findings on tests, it was advised that
this boy should not be placed in any unselected position
offered; for instance, he was not fit to be a delivery boy.
His memory powers were very poor, and he needed an
occupation that gave him the opportunity to use those
mental capacities in which he was practically as good as
the normal. He probably would have made a fairly
successful worker at some trade that was not too complex.
Big and strong as he was, and without evidence of any
severely vicious or delinquent tendencies, there seemed
little reason to believe that he would be unable to maintain
himself in the community if proper work were obtained
for him. Aside from the problem of eugenics involved,
there certainly seemed no reason why the State should
support this boy.

Case 44. This case, though so briefly studied, is cited
to show the successful outcome of wise vocational adjust-
ment, even where general intelligence is low.